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plaining everywhere that it fails to bestow the
favour of its patronage on their learned selves?
Their knowledge is very necessary to France, and
the court stands in great need of their hooks.
Three beggarly scribblers take it into their puny
heads to imagine that to be published and bound in
calf makes them important personages in the State ;
that they can mould the destiny of crowns by means
of their pens; that, as soon as their productions
begin to be talked about, pensions ought to rain
down upon them ; that the looks of the whole uni-
verse are centred upon them ; that their reputation
has spread everywhere and that they think them-
selves famous prodigies of learning, because they
know what others have said before them, because
they have used their eyes and their ears for thirty
years, because they have spent nine or ten thousand
nights dabbling in Greek and Latin, and in loading
their minds with the sodden rubbish of all the old
trash which is to be found in books. These people
always seem intoxicated with their own knowledge,,
and their only claim to merit consists in their pos-
sessing a wealth of importunate babble, good for
nothing, void of common sense, full of absurd im-
pertinence, causing them everywhere to despise
wit and knowledge.

PHIL. You wax very hot, and this burst of anger indi-
cates the tendencies of your nature : it is the name
of rival that excites in you . . .

SCENE IV

JULIEN, TRISSOTIN, PHELAMINTE, CLITANDRE,
ARMANDE

JUL. The learned gentleman who has just paid you a
visit, whose servant I have the honour to be, exhorts
you, Madam, to read this note.